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munication may be administered according to Christ's own
institution, or at least that enormities may be redressed; as,
namely, that excommunication come not forth under the name
of lay persons, chancellors, officials, &c. Thatmen Jbe^iiot
excommunicated for trifles and twelve-penny inatters: that
none te excommunicated without the ^onsent^of" his^ pastoi*.
That the officers be not suffered to extort unreasonable fees.
That none having jurisdiction or registers' places put out the
same to farm. That divers popish canons (as for restraint of
marriage at certain times) be reversed. That the longsomeness
of suits in ecclesiastical courts (which hang sometime two,
three, four, five, six or seven years) may be restrained. - That
the o^ith ex officio, whereby men are forced to accuse themsplyes,
be more spai^^gl^^used. That licences for marriage without
banns asked be more cautiously granted.

These, with such other abuses yet remaining and practised in
the Church of England, we are able to show not to be agreeable
to the Scriptures, if it shall please your Highness further to
hear us, or more at large by writing to be informed, or by
conference among the learned to be resolved. And yet we
doubt not but that without any further process your Majesty
(of whose Christian judgment we have received so good a taste
already) is able of yourself to judge of the equity of this cause.
God, we trust, hath appointed your Highness our physician to
heal these diseases. And we say with Mordecai to Hester,
' Who knoweth whether you are come to the kingdom for such
a time?' [Esth. iv. 14]. Thus your Majesty shall do that
which we are persuaded shall be acceptable to God, honour-
able to your Majesty in all succeeding ages, profitable to his
church, which shall be thereby increased, comfortable to your
ministers, which shall be no more suspended, silenced, disgraced,
imprisoned for men's traditions, and, prejudicial to none but to
those that seek their own quiet, credit and profit in the world.
Thus with all dutiful submission referring ourselves to your
Majesty's pleasure for your gracious answer as God shall direct
you, we most humbly recommend your Highness to the Divine
Majesty, whom we beseech for Christ his sake to dispose your
royal heart to do herein what shall be to his glory, the good of
his church, and your endless comfort.